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As it was Deliver'd ma. 


'Funeral Sermon 


Preach'd lately in the Pariſh-Church « 
CHISWICK, in Moadleſex. 


Humble thy ſelf before thou : — and is the as of 8i 
ſhew Repentance, Keclel. 18 

When a Wicked Man Dies, his ExpeBatian ſr 1h; at the 
Hope of Unjuſt Men periſheth, Prov. 11. 
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The Preface: 

L have propos'd the- Example of the. Beceaſed,'-as x" 
Sea-miarh to Caution you againſt thoſe dangerous Rocks: 
and Shelves, - which he run himſelf upon; the ill 'f-. 
fefts whereof he Complain'd of. and Lamented with, bis... 
lateſt Breath. And this 1 have. done in_as. fauourg= 
ble a manner as I could, or was Conſiſtent with, rbe- 
nature'of my Deſign, which was to: Inſtrut and War. 
the" Living, . without beari! hard, on_ the Memory, of... 
the Dead, za now paſs d from Man's Tudgment-Seat : 
10" that of God's * Therefore I have not he es ary«. 
thing of Ln Name. or Circumſtances of Fr | 
PH Wo he might be knopn to G, Anems, 
hint-not LF ave confin'd my fe [10 his s hehas- 
viour-m h Stehue, and what he: was as d.to.ta 
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when we can Sin no longer. This ts: 
20 other Ni groſs Deluſion and Hypocriſie : 'Tis one 
of the Snares of the Devil, which he lays for the 
be of Souls ; but Repenmtance conſiſts in a Hating. 
Forſaking of all Sin, in the Watching yon 
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vi. 2-3 
Great eW _ l ſacertinty 


Peath- Bed Repentancy 


As it was Deliver'd in a 


Funeral Sermon 


Preach lately in the 


Pariſh Church of CHISWICK. 


Hebr. m. 7,8. ads as the Eloly I, - if you vil 
bear his Voice, Harden not your Hearts, as is the-Provecatian, 
in the Day of Temptationg in the Wilderneſs, lee 4.26 -- 


"RE ee br Oeny Salvation, and relate to 


Tin 27h, tray God for the Diſcharge Tg Briggs db 
them, | fo ſhort oy, uncertain, that we ought to let ſlip. 
portunity for to admoniſh and put you 1a Mind thereof, 1 


cannot too earneſtly a and perjpece you thereunto 


(2) 

: gue Hao; neither'on-the other. cant yow- be too diligent and 
ſerious in a-matter -of -that veſt Importance, whereon endicets 
Bliſs or Woe, eternal Hapyine or | Miſery, do- moſt aſſaredly. 


Sethe which we ought to mY the main Buſineſs of 
our Lives, asi fot as (ever We arvive: to. yeurs of Knowledge 
and Underſtanding, and are able to-difcern the difference be- 
tween Good and vil; for, ſet aſide the proſpect of Happineſs: 
in azother State, whereof we are but Candidates and Probati- 

CERES: ns ens 
for wehaveany grey Reafory to 
be fond of it; for the man hone mge and Calamities we daily. 
meet withall in rhe Wot embitter Life to that De- 


. colt The Hopes > tm as of a future Recompence of Re- 


bear up their MER amidlt , all the Storms of an Af. 


flited and Clemons Eſtate. ** 
" Bus ala: Urilels our Hopes of HippineS 'arv flrnlyſcttled 
' and wa grounded, { wall moſt. _ certainly deceive 2nd dilap- 
+ Þoint us ; for 'tis only Repentanee for Sin 
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gree, as to make us Diſr the Comforts and Enjoyments. 
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But now to come-more-cloſely to the matter in Hand: If we 
would have our Repentance to be Repentance unto Life, '6r 
ſuch as will entitle us-to the Pardon'of our Sins; and acceptance 
with God,we muſt take the Holy Ghoſts advice in the 
to harden our Hearts,nor ſtop our Ears againſt his Calls and [nyi- 
tations to this Duty, as we muſt ſet about it preſently, to pb 
while it is called to day, v. 13. becauſe tomorrow 'tis PR 
be too late. We muſt reſolve to Repent immediately and wi 
out delay, before we' have provok'd* God too far,' or manger] 
him to give us up, - as he hath done many” others, to a 
and impenitent Eſtate ; for 'tis poſſible a. Man may outlive the 
Seaſons of Grace, and Sin away the acceptable Time and Day 
of Salvation; he ma _ fink and plange litmſelf fo far into that 
depth of Guilt and Wickednels, by adding one Sin and provo- 
cation to another, as it will be ſearce poſlible to recaver 'him- 
ſelf out of the Snare of the Devil, or to free himſelf from the 
gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity, be ſure not without u 
deal of Trouble and Difficulty, nor till after along time 
ſpent in deep Sorrow and Contrition, and inthe” as 
of Mortification and Self;Denial. 4r 
The time paſt can never' be'recal[d, and to come is ye- 
ry uncertain, the preſent time is only ours, and what we can 
be moſt fure of; -and'i: therefore we hould be careful not to 
let/it ip'from us without-improving it to the great ends and 
Purpoſes of Religion, to'-the' our' Selves ro. God, 
the work" of” | gioig aff Diligence. be 
make our calling aud Eleftion ſore. 
To. which has y this Advice which in 


Gbeſt gives us in the Text;7o day if you will hrar bis Voice hars 

wet your: FTearts,” GC. - 
. The\words contain, | | 
Firſt, An Exhortation to Bekief, nee ve mai ty ts Gntext, | 


expreſt h the V 
endure hm Fo from Impenteny o Har vg, our 


Hearts 


(4) 
Hearts through Unbelief,. both 'which- are-in the third place, 
reinforc'd. by the Authority of the Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Exhor- 
tation this is, Wherefore, as the Holy. Ghoſt ſaith, To day if: you 
wif bear bis. Voice, harden not your Hearts. 
_ From which words I ſhall diſcourſe unto. you on” the Three 
following Particulars. 
-_ Firſt, 'That Unbelief is. one great Cauſe of Impenitency or 
Hardneſs of; Heart. | | BY 
Secondly, That Impenitency;.or Hardneſs of Heart is a Sin 
very provoking of God, and admits of great Aggravations un- 
der the Goſpel. | 
Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to diſlwade from this Sin, and re- 

inforce the Exhortation of the  Zoly Ghoſt, by laying before 
you the great and abſolute neceſlity of Repentance, and im- 
proving the preſent Time in order thereunto, 

Firſt, Unbelief is one great Cauſe of Impenitency, and Hard- 
neſs of Heart. Infidelity hath been judg'd the root of all Sin, 
eſpecially in Chriſtians, for did they really and heartily believe 
the great andimportant Truth of that Religion they make pro- 

 feſſion of, wherein the motives and arguments to-a good Life are 
fo very ſtrong and powerfall, and 'the threats and- diflivaſives 
from Sin and Vice are ſo convincing and amazing, 'tis ſcarce 
poſſible. they ſhould allow themſelyes; in thoſe Vile and Sinful 
cotirſes which are fo rife among Chriſtians, -or give ſuch ſmall 
hopes of their Repentance, as many; do.: | 
- Did they believe in d ron earneſt, there was a God, a God of 
that infinite Power and Purity,hating of all Sin, and threatning: 
to puniſh it in the moſh ſevere and terrible manner, they would 
nat dare to affront him, and fly in his Face with their horrid 
Oaths and Curſes, Blaſphemies and Imprecations, as'frequent- 
ly they do; they would not live without God in the World, nor 
caſt off all Fear and Reyerence to his Holy Name and _ 
'Ous Laws. Did ey believe in Chriſt, as the Son of God and 


Saviour of the World, they would. not, with the Jews murder 
; | and 


—O— DS 
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(s) 


and-crucifie him afreſh by their oft repeated Sins-and'Impicties,” © 
nor... de | deſpite to thei Spirit of Grate, :by quenching his holy ' 
Motions,..or refiſting the-checkscof>rhew ov rence. Did 
they. believe & future Judgment"and Life:to. carvſe,” they would 
Kand-in'greater awe thereof, and (be aftaid to: provoke him, that 
will be their Judge, and call them to. a--ſtrit! acconmr;* for alt 
the Actions of their Lives paſt, for all the negle&ts of his 
Grace, contempt of his; Mercy and Defiance of his Judgment ; 
they would not then increaſe their Accounts, nor ſwell them wp: 
into ſuch a frightful Maſs of Guilt, as will make thenvone day 
land amaz'd at the Sight thereof, Did they believe there was- 
a Heaven for the reward of good Men, and a Hell. for the Pu- 
niſhment of the Bad, they durſt'not make fo light of either ; 
but become more Carefull and Sollicitous to ; ſecure the Happi- 
neſs of the one, and avoid the unſpeakable Torments and Mi- 
ſeries of the other: | | 

But a// Men have not Faith , faitly our Saviour, no, nor all 
Chriſtians neither ; they do not heartily believe what they pro- 
tels, for while they profeſs ta knew God,, in their Works they deny 
him. ,. betnug abominable, diſobeditnt, and unto every good” work 
Reprobate. Tit. x. 16: M tg zron 

The efte&t commonly points out the Cauſe, and'. the Aﬀtiort 
uſually diſcovers the Principle: from whence it flows:: and if fo, 
we may juſtly ſuſpect the greateſt-partiof the;Chriſtian'Worls; 
to. be void of that Faith they. nike Profeſſibn'ot;. and to: be- 
lieve as little of their,Religion as, they: practiſe"of«(it..\i Their 
Lives and Adtions beſpeak many of them, tobe rather 'Atheiſts 
than Chriſtians, and. downright Infidels than true Believers; 
for true Faith, or the through Belief of the Nodtrine of..Chrift, 
would. influence their Lives 4n another;guiſe manner, (than wht 
is commonly obſerved.in-the:Worldz:1t would make themlive 
berter, be more ſhy. of Sin, -and 'cautious- af: offending ;\-if 
therefore Men . would. examine” their - Hearts and:-Souls, or 
ſearch iato the Root and battom of their Actions, they yr 
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5.8, "i 
| mogul Ne cor - min Pro wt rn 
ps AT in him aright ; i gant 
ing co the Ml RiVeh ws of 8 Babs - 
rar ini y/ yg of Unibelief it wi 
f fromthe living God,' Heb: 3. 12. 
Secondly, This Impenitency and Hardneſs, which cot. 
gu na rs eneirra. 9 ' to: God, and adenits of 
very miſs under the' /  beeuſe the 
Men againſt" the and\ moſt mani 
Light, bind "eto the Hearts againſt the moſt importunate 
" Calls-and Invitation to Repentance. © The. former times of 1gno- 
-race God winked at, taith the'\Apeſtle'Affs r7. 30. that 1s, God: 
was willing ro-pals 'by:and overlook in a great Meaſure , the: 
> un tepmbens Bir vw. penitence -of -the - Heathen World in re- 
peQ of what he doth now under the Goſpel, &y which he com- 
<mands all men every where 10 repent; ſothatRepentance is become 
-a. more expreſs Command, and . ſtrialy enjoyn'd Duty, now 
than formerly; and therefore Jn honeys © Bo RAI 
vucniable gad and provoking in than it was in _— 
what Means and Motives the Goſpel affords 
.pentanoe, What helps and aſſiſtanees it dotli offer towards 
*their Converſion and Amendment, which the World was ne- 
withbefore. 


-yer rttde 
ſundry times and 'in | 


; God who at 


ages Fakes tine 
Paſt tinto the: Fathers by 


the Prophet, bath in theſe | laſt Yays 
ſpokes ' ta is by bis Son; Tc. Heb. 1.1, 4. Him hath he ſent 
a8 aPhyfician'toccall and invite you to Repentance,and through 
kim forgiveneſs is preach'd ad ora eo il that in good 
-aarncſt repent- of 'their Sins, and-endeavour to amend and live 
better | for -time. to come." As 5. 31. Him" bath God 2x 
halted with his right Hand to be a Prime and a Savjoar, 'for to 
gue Repentance to Iſrael;and Forgiveneſs of Sins, 

'Nay;the drawing us:to Repentance, in-order to our Forgive: 


Aj neſs 


(7) 
neſs is the main Purpoſe and Deſign of the Goſpel, and of all its 
Precepts and.Commands, 'Threats'and Promiſes. Now for any 
Man who believes eoiely and underſtands grded and 
Gen thereof, 4a@foph tb 
xl lr lr pat mock Love i 
toremean © many pow- 
erful-Motives and inducements as the Goſpel affords him in or- 
der to his Repentance: muſt 'needs:be a high Aggravation of his: 
Guilt,and mighty Provocation to God. It provok'd him {6 far 
againſt thel{raclites; :chad he fore ir bis Wrath, they fhould ne Y 
wer eater into bis Reft; eb! 3. 1. 

; Impenneency ' therefore hath been always Iook'd upon as 2 
very great and dangerous Sin, infomuch as ſome have thoughr 
td be the Sir againf” the Holy Ghoſt, of which our Saviour 
ſaith,. it /ba never be forgiven, ' either in this World, or in the 
World to'cone;; Matth.' 12: 32. 'Buthowever 'ris acknowledg- 
ed'by all to be equally fatal and dangerous to. the ' Souls of 
Men;far no Sin ſhalt be pardoned unlels it be th repens» 
ted df:120d the donger any Mar continues in 4 finfut State, the 
Jas;boperhe'grves of his R very 'day than other, and 
onlequent]ythe further from the hopes ©) do 

.{ Lenbe'fometived overtaken with # Fauſt! or < d againſt 
our Wullsby-a” Femprarioy, '8ichsFruiley and Tofirmiry of 
humane Nature, and may draw forth pity ty in God as well as 
Man; butt witfolly © eur of flald inf6 k'Sin ard when we are 
odcfallen;ctolic andweltow-thit, as Switte do in the Mire; 
when wehave dons amils not tobe ſorry for it, bur to at 
good/Coniiſch and Advice, or Aly'in the Face of thoſe -that 
admonifiantceproverus)for ourPFaults,” this is that, which $2 
gravanes + @pime; and adeds nigh 'to'the og of it; vp 
by :Sin:becomes.as this Apoftle''foth expreſs ling of 
out. of Meafare Sinful. This istlhat ee: han brovokes the Almig 
ty :and ſtirs wp his Anger-and Diſpleaſtre ein hi hon -wd 
/ 7 En rhe rofar/ypr and his Bow,” and 
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(8) 
pare in readineſs the inſtruments of -Death. Had Judas-repen- 
ra ia-reyeg earneſt, we have reaſon to think his 
og heal «3 0 gray pre 
- able;; A er mtorF carte 


tance of the one, and 
-not aj pu hl) _— 1t- was without hopes'of 
Pardon. and Purpoſe of Ambetieart, bio aa 
| mkv KY 1H. ties 
.Q aft dyed forall, lvooly :ahdl Impenirent;" forinoBiacin 
it ſelf is too great. for Pardon, if:repented off and forſaken in 


time; but 'tis impenitency which-puts Venom into every. Sin, . 


.and makes the Sting ſo deadly and Mortal, and binds-us over 
tor everlaſting Puni mens, if or; except ye repent, Je ſhaÞ all Pe- 
riſh, daith Dna 13-+3. and again, Repent and be 
ns, at." your ow yy be Wrted out; faith oh Peter. 


that th that do-not. Repent, ſhalt certain! 
IS by ſnare Pardon'd: a es 
AIR 5 un, um tem and forlake 1 


tHAE16VE 9180) oy 


de you :from” this 
of: Heart, Age 


PETE 
f den ob TED 


& to his own 


2 manner, as if God himſelf ſhould as hr wy hay roy ns 
25 he did to Fob, .qut of the Whirhvind, _———— 


(9) 
Chriſt did to Saul upon his Journey to Damaſcus, Aft, 9. 4. 
For the exhortation is the Holy Ghoſt's, and therefore. to.be. 
lookt upon as the Advice of God rather than Man, __-_. . 

Firſt, 'Now my Advice in Conjundtion with that of the Holy 
Ghoſt's in the Text is this; That you would nq longer ſtop your 
Ears nor harden your Hearts againſt the Calls of God,ar Voice of 
his Miniſters, when they exhort you to repent and turn from the 
evil of your ways, and to amend the wickednels of your Lives; 
but that you would find ſome time to bethink your Selyes of 
your Spiritual Eſtate in order to that which is Eternal, and: to 
ſecure the intereſt of your immortal Souls, by making a timely 
proviſion for them ; which can be done no other way than by 
ſetting about the great and neceſſary work of Repentance: and 
good Living, which through Faith in the Merits of your Blef- 
ſed Redeemer, is the only thing that” can ſecure the” endlels 
Happineſs of another World, when you leave this. 

And be fure you endeavour it forthwith and out of Hand, 
even to Day, while it is calf d to Day ; do it in the time of your 
Health and Strength, while the moſt Merciful God doth afford 
you Time and Space to repent and amend your Lives in,which 

ou cannot” hope. to. do, when Death begins to , Approach, 
thr to Fail, and Life it ſelf is ready to expire. 

'Tis my Duty to take all Occaſions to remind you thereof, 
both in» Seaſon and out of Seaſon, and therefore I was willin 
to lay hold of this, to ſtir you up to a ſerious and due rega 
of the great intereſt of your Souls, before” it be too late, and 
ris your Duty to receive the Truth in the (Love thereof, and 
follow that Counſel and Advice which is intended for your 
Good, and will put you into a fafe and happy Condition, Both 
here and hereafter. 

And let me add one thing farther, That Perſons of all Ages 
and Degrees are concern'd in this Admonition, and *ris their 
Intereſt to attend and become obedient thereunto.' pot 

Young People ought as the Wiſe Man exhorts them, 7o re- 
member their Creator in the days of their Touth, Ecclef. 11. 1. 
and 


. 


( 10 ) 


and endeavour to be good betimes, becauſe their Liſe is as vr.- 
/cbrthin as that pf orhers;for more dic young thin live to be old, 

and, being once arriv'd to years of Knowledge and Underſtarr: 
ding, they have att account to give to God as well as older Peg 
ple, and confequently are capable of being Happy or Mifera 
ds Be ongts cot abou 
© Elder People ought to fet about the' amending and reformi 
Evie Lives in time of their Health and Seas, while they 
; may moſt conveniently do it, as being endu'd with Ripenels of 

Judginent add Underſtanding, and in ſome Meafure paſt the 
Follies and Vanities of Youth; 'tis time therefore for them to 
grow ſerious and act like Men and Women in matters of Reli- 
.  giou's as well as Warldly concerns. | | 
8 WF ner People more eſpecially ought to do this; before Sick- 

els or Death doth fieze them, as having negledted it too'long 

alrcady, and. therefore have leſs time to do it in, than former: 
ly they had. It concerns them then to be careful to lay hold 
of the-preſent Opportunity while it is yet before them; for if 
you that arc ancient.and travelling apace to your Grave, will 
"pt grow ſcrious and make . proviſion for Eternity, when, O 
when! will you do it; you are already arrived at the 1 tth, houy 
of the day, have.a care of deferring it to the 12th and haſt , 
when. the dark night of Death is ready to overtake you, when- 
#s xo. Man can work. | 
.., Once more:. To this Duty. of & timely, and undelay'd Repen- 
tancethe Rich Man and; Man of Honour is oblig'd as well as the 
Poor and mean Man for. as their Talents. are more; ſow their - 
Accounts will be greater than that of their Inferiours; and what 
through the ſnares of the World and Temptations of Rich: - 
Dey are in 2 great deal more danger to Periſh and milcarry ; 
whereupon the, Salvation pf Rich and Great -Men ſeems by that 
of our Saviour to, be abundance more hard and difficult, than 
that of other Men, Matth.-z9. 23. Yerily 1 ſay unto you, 4 rich 
Man ſhall. hardly. enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. ” 
| "on 
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The number of the Saved in general is like to be but few and 
ſmall, Matth. 7. 14. and c. 22. 4 but be fure that of Rich 
Men will be the leaſt and feweſt of all others, becauſe not many 
mighty, not many noble are called, x. Cor. x. 26. and therefore. it 
concerns them chiefly to watch and pray againſt thoſe mganygreat 
Temptations, which a Rich and ,Proſperous Eftate 1s wont £0, 
expoſe and lay them open to,and towerk out thei? Satvation with 


Fear and Trembling,becauſe of the difficulty thereohand to take 


time enough before hand, for that purpoſe. eek 
Secondly, Repentance delay'd and put off from the preſent time 
to the Futare, is matter of great Hazard and Uncertainty, atid tis 
mighty odds, ,itever ſuch a one doth repent at all... 
A dying Bed proves commonly. too; late, and very impror. 
per for this great and neceſſary Duty.. - Times of Sicknels and 
Weakneſs are uſually taken up with other guiſe concerns, and 
attended with many inconvenient Circumſtances, 'which-ren- 
der Repentance; very difficult at ſuch; a:time, and at the-beſt 
but doubtful and uncertain. YO WHIRL 6208 4 1 
Now. the difficulties of ſuch a Repentange may ariſe; gither 
Firſt, From the Violence or Maligaity of the Dilcaſe, which paſ- 
ſibly may be of that nature as to the Head, ſtupific the 
Brain, and take away the uſe of the Senſes and Und 
without which no Man is or 4a be capable af;.the /caft,att of 
Repentance,, nor of doing any thing towards. itz and anſuch 2 
Caſe to | repeat is plainly. impoſſible. But, 2. the: Difficyl- 
ties of | this Duty ariſe. moſt commonly from the; nature, 
ill Habits and bad Cuſtoms, which are got calily broken, or le 
off on a Sudden, nor yet new ances immediately ptantedand 0- 
troduc'd in the room therephzor all Habits are produc d by, Acts, 
and therefore muſt be weakged-by.degrees, and warn.ant. by. 
their Contraries, for which Reaſon '$45 necefary-that., we. ac 
cuſtom our ſelves to frequent Acts af Vertye, to wear-out ths 
Habits.of Viee; but then this requires conſtant Uleand Practice, 
and ſome conſiderable length 6t- Time for that Purpaſe,. both 
C 2 


which | 


= = 

'$" 

CO dy 
F. 

gx 


3H (12) 

- whichare commonly wanting, to thofethat are Sick and Weak, 
and more eſpecially when they are Dying. 
But to make the beſt of their Caſe, ſuppoſe they ſliould be 
willing to ſet about the Duty of repenting before they Die, 
nd may be judg'd able to do ſomething towards it, ſomething. 

it at ſuch a time; yet no Man living can judge of the Trut 

and Sincerity "of ſuch a Repentance, much leſs give the Sijct' 
Perſon any great Hopes of Comfort thereupon. I am ſure we- 
have no warrant from God fo to do, there is no promiſe made- 
to ſuch late and dying Penitents. And to give them any 
hopes of n without a Promiſe to ground ſuch hopes up- 
on, is not 'to comfort but flatter the Souls of Men; and deceiye+ 
them to their utter Ruine and Diſappointment inthe end: 
For to give wicked Men at their Deaths any Hopes: of Hea- 
ven, is to give the Childrens Bread to Dogs, and proſtitute the 
precious protniſes of | the Goſpel to the encouragement-of Sin» 
and Vice; whictr is wholly contrary to the deſign thereof.” © 
- Moreover we have a great deal more Reaſon to ſuſpect than: 
hope well of ſach Mens Repentance, becauſe we often find a 
great deal of |= rang and Hypocriſie in the moſt ſolemer 
profeſſion of Grief and Sorrow, in the moſt ſerious and repeat- 
ed Promiſes of Amendment, that have been made by ſick Per- - 
ſons, when under the appretienfions of Death, and the- Ter- 

rots.of an awakned Conſcience; . for 'tis uſual for ſuch Penitents 
tf thei Recovery, tor forget all that ever they Promiſed to 
| ' God, and to grow rather-worſe than better. We 
with too many inftances daily for-to confirm us in the 
belief 'of this Truth, and I am forry to think -that there ſhould - 
oP ATIRong you of this Pariſh ro make up the Number;ſome 
of 'whom T have vifited in their Sickneſs, been witneſs to their 
Vows'and Promiſes ſolemnly 'made to God of- new and better 
Obedience, who yet have ſtarted afide like a broken Bow, and be- 
haved themſelves falſly in God's Covenant, Plalm 78. 37, 57. 
_ SuchTIdocarneſtly deſire, and in the name of God —_— 
A CLarge : 
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charge'to remember from whence: they \are fallen; to \call to! mind 
the many Vows and Promiſes made to God in the time.of-cheir 
Trouble and Diſtreſs, and to- make Conſcience of the Perfor- 
mance thereof, as conſidering; that the bitterneſs of Death is not 
yet paſt, -and they:know. not how ſoon God may: reduce-them 
to the like or worſe:Circuniſtarices,' lay: lus Hand more: heavy 
upon them, .and fill;their Souls; with far greater: Horrour: and 


 Amazement in the remembrance of-their.. 6. Zypocrifte, and 


abominable :Diſſimulation :: And; how then can | they hope, God 
ſhould hear their Cries and accept their Vows, who have been 
already ſo falſe. and treacherqus to their: Word and | Promiſe ; 
the laſt: Eſtate-of ſuch Men and Women, 'tis to be. fear'd, wil 
be worſe than their Firſt;-Luke 11.26, ? 
Thirdly, Conſider further, you that are apt to put off the 
thoughts of Death, and of Repentance-with it, if you cannotery 
dure the ſerious thoughts of dying now, how will you be able to 
bear up under the near Approaches and feeling Apprehenſions 
thereof, when Death ſhall overtake and ſieze-yow in good earneſt, 
and there ſhall. be no hopes to-eſcape-or avoid it,, what, Oh! 


what will you then do? 


The Apprehenſions of Death to a ſick Man are very Awful 
andTerrible,but much more fo to one that finds himſelf unprovt 
ded for it,to one that is unfit togive up his accounts to God, or 
appear with Comfort before his Great and Dreadful Tribunal. 

If the great and neceſlary duties of Repentance and Amend- 
ment, Mortification and Self denial be judg'd fo hard and trou- 
bleſome to you now, do you think the Trouble and Difficul-' 
ties thereot will wear off and grow leſs by your delays, or ſhall ' 
you be better able to maſter or overcome them, when you 
ſhall want both Time and Strength to go through with them. 

He that thinks ſeriouſly of Death and a future Judgment to 
enſue thereupon, methinks cannot be ſo much forſaken of his 
own Senſe and Reaſon, as not to judge it neceſſary to make the 
beſt and moſt timely preparation for them that.he can, and 4 

e 
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- be all the MW et CATER that end-/arid 
MUTANT ORBIERT PHSIDNT AE oY ron of 
' For God's Sake, Sirs, confider- of :theſe things in time, and 
| bethink your Selves in good carneſt before the Evil days come, 
. | and the Tony n-wifhe wherein Jou ſhed ſay, # have no pleaſere 
- # them. Eeeleſ. 14. x, ad ler the Advice of the Holy-Gholt in 
\/. the Texr prevail with you,” though mine'cannot. 70 4x), if y0u 
” will bear his Voice, bardev\not your: Hearts. Mo perig® 
Remember'your immortal Souls are: in.danger. every hour, 
every Moment that you live in any knowa wailtul. Sin, and re- 
fuſe to repent of" it: Life is ſhort, "frail; and - uncertain; Eternity 
. is at Hand and haſtens upon /4ou-apabe; Heaven and Hell are 
: at the end of your Lives,” and ſtand. ready -toreceive you' ac» 
- cording as you have fitted and/prepertd your Selves either for 
the' one or for the other ; thoſe Spirits whucl you carry in-your 
'Boſoms maſt live for ever; for ever, 1 1ay;.m perpetual 'Blds or 
endleſs'Wor, and we have af! bur alittle trimebetorews tolcoure 
; our: Eternal Stave iby<therefore' befure'20 find"time' to endea- 
; - Vour and (et about it ; whatever you! neglety; do 'not neplett 
the things that belong to your Everlaſting/Peace; let not the 
' Cares, the Buſinels, and the Troubles of the World, much leſs 
tlio vain and fooliſh Pleaſures and Paſtimes theredf mifitmploy 
your'time, and take you'vf? from this meirhing needful and moſt 


"You that are Pogr and Hear tm the World ought to do this; 
you ought ro'find ſore time to make Proviſion tor yorr- Souls 
as well as for your Bodies, and to labour-as-dihpently for the 
Bread of Life, as for* thte-Meat that Periſhesy tor according to 
the Apoſtle; MeuF'35 for the Belly, ind the Belly for Meat, 'but 
Godl will 'leflewyBorb -it "anil them; whereas the 'Breit of Life 
which'cotties Horn: from Heaven is able to noufiſli your 'Sbuls 
unto Eternal” Life; fo as never to hunger or thieſt more. Alas ! 
What Gignifies it for you to dredge and roy}, and r#ke'pains 10 
'thairifain "your Bodies, 'and'ir! the efd to. Joſe your Souls, for 


want 
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azar taang apart forme time, and beſlowing fome care apr: 
On :160B. 1 11H 07 32d avert ror mrilkvwnms ror 2 yr 
. But efpecially; you. that-dre above; rhe worts and ntcr(hities-; 
of the-Workd, and have 'fo much time and ltafirely ng! on-your 
Hands, -that you complain thereof,! and know not well how to 
get rid of it, or pals it away, except1t be.by Drinting or Gaming, | 
by going 40 F/ay;.and running into bad! Campany to chvert 
yourſelves ; fuch as - yau;. be ture; will be” Arexcnſableribetore: 
Gdd, it inſtead of 14y ing: hold of| the preferit Opportunity; to- 
make--ready your. Atconnts againſt | rhe Judgment of the great 
Day, you ſhall ſwell and-1ncreaſe them, by. a Life--of Sloth 
and Vanity; Luxury and: Profanenelſs. | 
To fuch as you therefore, I addrefs: my felf, not-as the: Rich 
and' Great ones:of.the'Worlkdy foras fuck commonly you are 
apt to: Deſprſe our Corinfed and) think your / ſelves above Repiroof:; 
but: as Frail” Dying, \Mortal: Men; who muſt | ſhortly Die -as 
well as others, -have your Duft. mingled-with that of themean- 
eft; and all your Pride and Greatnets, ' Niceneſs and Delicacy 
converted into Stench\andRottenneſs,and the[Diſhonours of the 
Grave: amd. moreover!as-havingmany mote-Tatents 10 be ac-: 
countable for,” than-your Poor afid! Indigent. Neighbours; © + 
[s not the Day of your Death as certain as that of your: 
Birth or preſent Life; and tho yoware loth to:think of Dying, 
and willing to, put oft the Evill Day far from. you as a melan- 
choly. proipet, and Unwelcomeentertainmentz".as a-Subject 
that is apt toi damp-your-Mirth;-and unſuitable :to/ your brisk 
and gay /hminours: - Yeticonſider the putting off the 
of Death will not prevend its' Approach,.--or make-itlefs Ter- 
rible when it comes; ' nay; quite otherwife; it will make the 
ſurprize thereof more dreadtul and amazing, and render you 
ſo much the more 1infit- to grapple,” .and-encounter: with the 
Xing: of Terrourss' Eocteſaſtions, 42/51: '0 Dearth how: bitter is 
the remembrance of thee to 4! man that lives at neft'in his poſſeſ- 
frons, tmto the man that hath wothing to vex him; aud that hath 
proſperity 


i Ms 
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: in all xg. , #nto "him that is yet able: to receive 
Fo unwilling you have hen =O, OL th =_ 


il the a 
by: pepurfor De Dau now, the reſo yh dad Corr 
© :frons of Sovl beyond'whar' I att-able-to/ expreſs, or 'tis. poſſt- 
' ble for you to conceive at preſent. | 
- © - Sometimes' the "Def ies" and Miſgivings:-of heart, 
. which have fiez'd men'at their Death, have been very 
'and'apt"to fill them with-Fears'and Apprehenſions : by. 
| how Frightful and 'Tntolerable then'!muſt/ thoſe Horrours and 
 Confuſions be, -which the Conſciences of wicked men uſu- 
ally feel at the approach of Death : Conſcience, I ſay, when 
- . throughly rowz'd and awaken'd in'the- ſenſe of their. former 
- +Guilr/*and approaching Puniſhimerit:'the Anguiſh thereof in 
-  -fome-Menand Women hath beenſo great:that they have thought 
' themſelves in;Z/# already, and thar their condition could not 
. well be worſe inthe very Place! of Torments. 

"Therefore, Sirs, think often; think {erioufly of theſe things 
before hand; call 'to mind your latter: End and prepare for! it 
in good / earneſt, before it comes, and that-may be one' way 
to Prevent the orgs of Death, and take 'away. the Sting 
of ut 1 2: 

For without a timely Repentance, and Preparation font, 
*ris.not a laying, God be merciful to me a Sinner, Luk. 13. 25. 
 oriLord; Lord,” open \wnto (us, | Matth. 7.21. , that: will gain 
vs admittance into the Kingdom of Heaven: 'Tis not a little 
cntward Grief,: or: forc'd'Sorrow.that can ſupply the: want 
of Repentance, /or be, accepted by: God/:inj the Mead thereof: 
No, no, To Repent 15:to be fo heartily. Troubled:and: Sorry 
for your Sins, as to ed ent 'out of 'Love- with them, and to Re- 
ſolve immediately; to-Leaue and: Forfate them; to: Repent-1s to 
Amend and. Reforis (whatever. you fee amiſsin your ſelves; "tis 
*. -ro'become Wiſer .and Better forthe future)» and-to: lead: your 

Lives. —_ _ DireRions'of the Goſpel;"and:Precepts 
of 


( it) 


ef your moſt Holy Religion :.. And-he' that doth: notzenderyaur 
to do this in g904 earneſt, knows, nat wang, truz Re 
tance means ; he 1s a ſtranger tothe Grace of G: ad, and, is.n 
yet arrived to the condition of Lite,.or terms; of Salvation, in 
conſequently nor in a capacity of being fav'd. 

Now. we cannot but think, (and therefore ought | to et you 
know'as much) that it will be too late £0 do, this, when you arg 
Sick and Dying; you will want time and opportuaity, for ity 
when life is drawing'to an, end,. and Death with all ls Terrours 
and Affrightmeats is haſtning toward; you;, O then, what 
would-you give-for a little of that Health and, ,Sxeengeh.. which 
you |have: formerly miſpent in Sin and Folly, .in gratit 
laſts'of the Fleſh, 1h complying - with ,the Pride and Yared 
the World, and: running your ſelves, into:rhe, Snares. or 
tations of the Devil; what [would ,,yqu not do to Bain, a Hans 
more of that time and lealure-to go through, wi 
tance.and Preparations for Eternity,which, you | 
abus'd and thrown away upon your Excells ar aucl 
upon your Luſts and Pleaſures,! in. a Vain, Sj ig LU 
ble manner-; what Fruit will you then have o 

you-willbe aſham'd? For the end of thoſe rings i Death 

"S Then you; ill..ſee, that; the leaſt .hour, of 
pent time: will, be worth,more than a whole, Agrof FU 
Vanity; you will, wiſh then (Tater = 


may, 
now) that the greater Portions of your bee nel 


the Cloſet at your Private Prayers; or at Har = 
= 


Worſhip and Service of God, or in ſeekin 
Pine in of doing. Good, onken thaw 
in Gaming and, ens on n rig, 
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d Faſhion ſake, than out of Conſcience, becauſe fo very 
known'to'become any whit the better or more ſerious- 
File account ; And ſor my Y, Parr, [ do not ſee how *ris'pol- 

to reconcile rhe ſtrinels of Religion and a Holy Life (to- 
which the greateſt ſtand obliged as well as the meaneſt) witty. 
thoſe /undue Liberties, which our People of Quality do com- 
© fitonly take in many ' things, and particularly in* the” inſtances. 
before mention'd: 

O my God! What account will they be able ro-give-another 
7 = he all thoſe Helps and Advantages both of Time and 
\ Ho Riches and Honour, Intereft and Authority; wherewith 
: do a great deal*of good to-'themſelves groom 
Exemplary to'their. liiferigiirs; ſhall''yer "be ' | 

"6 npy Ih. wort erate hr can be, and* t6 be- 
come'matre of pubick Seandal'and Offence. © 
Js this to': nd of their coming/into- the Workf; of 
Wy prep: 5 themſelves for a happy * "Exit" or departure 
Croft” Þ this to live Ttke' Chriſtians, ' of to' ſpend their- time 

hoſe that mult be acconritable to'God for it #-/ 

Zut Death, {forge a4 open their Eyes, thou ghthey- 
erm now them of their errour-and iftales 
vt: But'then it may be'tos late'and out of their 
pavers. recretve'or amend it: Remember you cart never be 
tho ht 'to'Ulie; 'Hopttoo!careful and ſollicitons in preparing your 
yes for it; ie itis a thing that can be done but onee, 

| «pony the Welldoing of it. 

then that ſhall dJeferr his Preparations for Ereeniryy cilf he 

F be Keke unto Death, and rexdy/ta go out of the Workd, 
t i for ©; will 6nd himſelf. very 
; deeriy'd and difappoine- 
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led up in, halt when we comeito. dig, muſt gh | an 
great ; the leaſt whereof may prove tatal;and uni A Er» 
'Tis. Wiſdom therefore to ſet:about it.now,, While tune and op 
portunity are, before you ; | while, God, offers you 'its Grace, and 
ſtretches forth the Arms of his Mercy.. to welcome/and, embraces 
you, as. the Father did the Prodiga/ Son upon his Repearance and 
Return. YS ied 40 wer tno% wif no 
Do it to day, while. it, 4s. calf'd to day; . for you know wt. what a 
day may bring forth, Prov, a7. 4. or what danger.,you may - run 
to all Eternity by the leaſt delay : A day, an, haur, nay! al few 
Momeats, may pals you out of this life into the, Regions | off phe 
ſhadow of Deathly and-land, you ;upon the, Confzaes, of theſbyher 
World, and make your condition Deſperate, and, fqr-eves Hope- 
leſs: ” 161 R704 11 tf L 
Sef. To this Duty of the Text be ye further 'perfwadedt from 
this SpeRacle of Mortality aow, before, you, viz. Ehat of. «. ſtrong 
and luſty Young Man cut off inthe maid{t of tis days: whajibe- 
fore he' was ſeizd- with his Diſtempex, was 8s likely to, liye-s 
any of you all. | p97 92 22090938 i£19\2t ho 
Sed. As tothe Life and Converſation of the-Decealed,i[itis 
too- well known already, and therefore 1. ſhall nos middle wi 
it ; but with reſpe& to what was moſt remarkable-in-bis 
nels, I think my ſelf obliged to-take notice of, and; adviſhoqheſt 
Two things, | 133 M19Gf oo! bog non iNegh oat 
- Firſt, That you would Repent of and;aveid choſeifiog.. whith 
in his ſicknels he publickly own'd hunſelf gwlky>ob;': and | 
to be ſorry for ; and what they. were; 1- tuppole-is> well: known 
to. many here, ſpecially to ſuch as were his: fual; Cogpanions 


, 


and. lates.” - | | M19! 11 & 
-., And: therefore to ſuch as. you, I ſhall mofe particularly 
my if this Diſcourſe; for whoſe Sakes' it; was| chiefly: d 
at | tc {111 2uU5 Wort? 
Many great. Sins and 'wiltul with reſpect to-God ant 
Religion, he openly lamented and bewailed, during his long:and 


tedious Sickneſs, which yet ſeveral others dmong-you ate taken 
| D 2 | Notice 
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bepnilty of; 4s well as'he, and rherefore vou have as: 

10 rep '6f- c Ts hoes and by ara. it not3 

O1 hereaft fer with Jt pes and to lefs purpoſe. 

Sins that ſend him, when Sick and Dying: 
of 


Eto trouble yow that ate now alive and in Health; t 
Jes of Religion and omilſions of Duty, which fate ſo heavy up- 
' on his Soul, may fit heavy on. yours, and will do ſo too; whierr 
onee God"comes'to ſet thoſe things home'upon your Spirits, and 
to awaken your Conſciences by Sickneſs, Death, or any other re- 
0175 ' How'light"foever you may-make of Sin now; the'weighit of 
will-be thtolerable then, and without timely Repentance and 
endinent fink you'down'to the bottomleſs Pit of Deſtrudtion. 
'The Remembrance of a wicked and ill ſpent Life, will fill you- 
with Horror and woe ore when God — yo to write bir- 
Fd, nnſt you, and make you to poſſeſs your former Iniquities: 
* >The Spirit of '@ Man may! hear his [nfirmities, bat a wounded 
"Spirit! who/can-beir? ©Provi”!*Tis poſſible we-may beenabled up» | 
on ſeveral accounts, to bear up under the one, whereas nothing _ 
| wall-be'abls ſupport usainderthe ther ;-but Alas! When: the - 
_- Sure ſhall be:wounded with'Guile,: and the Body at- the ſame 
© wims wealt'andlanguiſhing with Pains and Sickneſs, how-will it 
| be-poflible:then” to'bear up under: both 2 When -God at ſuch « - 
| ime ſhall frown and look Angry, threaten and hide hisFace, who - 
 Thecan abide who will be'able ro ſpeak: Peace; thisican bs no - 
_ othertthars the-Gate'of Hell, andithe beginning of its Torments. | 
Let the deceaſed be a Warning'-and Example: to you, -God 
was:pleygd t:punih him by. a long and liogring Sickneſs, 
' by a faint, reſtleſs, and. uneaſie Diſtemper ; none-: of 'us can 
cel what-\be /fufferd  and:endur'g/ all that while, /bat then- at : 
' TheGme timehs:Soul-:was filld with Grief and Trouble,” with 
- Sorrow and Remorſe in the Remembrance of his Sins paſt}'(aad 
| |batter ſocthan otherwiſe, better be-troubled for Sin, /than go our 
'of the World ſtupid and hardned without any- Senſe thereof) and 
= alt cur;off exrhe midft of his days,.by a ſevere - yet righ- 
EMA £4 teous 
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teous Diſpenſation ob the Divine-;Providence, and, how-farrGod 
hath accepted his Sizhs and Tears, we do-not know; for lecret 
things belong to God, therefore.to God-we mult leave him-z our; 
Buſineſs is-not-to judge-preremptorily concerning, the ,DNead, but, 
ro warn! atid,caution the; J#visg. LOI "| Wig. | 
' : Remember therefore there is none of you. all, .how-brisk: and 
2ay ſoever you may:be in your Humoers,. hoy Confident and te; 
cure at preſent in your Sins, how ſtubborn and. hardned againth 
Reproof, but Sickneſs and. Death-will,be able'to tame, and hum*® 
hle you, to pull-down the Pride and Confidence of. your Spirits; 
and-fill-you with Angauith and:Bitternels of, Soul in, the thoughts 
of whiat: you: have delerv'd, and theretore-may juſtly expe& and-- 
Fear. | | - 
Secondly, .Dd not delay your Repentance to Sicknels or,Death; . 
as he did, becauſe that is as you have heard,.. the moſt  unſkealons 
able and inconvenient time to,ſet about it... 'The deceaſed found - 
it ſo, and did.in effet-acknowledge as much, when. he wiſht he 
might live his Life over again, that he might ſpend and imploy 
it. better. | 
\Now what God hath deny'd him, .he bath.in;a great meaſuxe 
granted you; all of you ar preſent are well in-Health, ang alive 
before God this Day, but how-long you may continue-o, none - 
can tell. You know not how ſoon God may lay his Hand upon + 
you by: Death or; Sickneſs, and cut off, the Thread of you; ; 
unexpectedly to what you now hope for; andif your Repe: 
is not begun before that'.time, I fear. you will be-yery un 
ſet about it then; | JAANE 
Alas, if Repentance is. neceſlary when we are Sick.or Dyiag, - 
then it-is neceſlary now, 'tis necelfary every Hour and Moment 
.of our Lives, becauſe-we are Dying daily, and wi | 
ſoon the Fatal ſtroke may |be given, we are daily. g to the 
Grave, and we know not how ſoon our Feet may fumble on + 
the dark Mountains, and if 'tis neceſhary to repent before we dye, - 
then it is the wiſeſt courſe we can take. to ſet about it in time, - 
while God doth continue ito. us Life and Health, which 5.108 
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| heat Opry for its performance, and if once loſt or ſuf- 
* fered to flip from us, 'may never return more, we may ne- 
. yr with the like a in, and then it will be in vain to re- 
4 miſpent time, 'or-with we might live -qur -Lives over again, 
- for time paſt can never be recalld, che lo of it will be irrecy- 
_ "verable; all thar we can do then is to-bewail that which we can 
_ "never repair, 'and to lament'our Folly when 'twill be too late'to 
* grow wiſer by it. 

Tf you will'not learn and take warning by the Example of the 
'Deceas'd, 'you know-not. how ſoon God may make you a war- 
ning and Example to "others, reduce you into as bad or worſe 
Circumſtances than he was in, and be fore'd to acknowledge the 
Juſtice of God in all that befall you, as he did. 

You have often ſeen and heard, how the Judgments of God 
JE 'overtaken, both afar of and nearer hand, many bold and 

aring Offenders; ſinners every whit as Confident and Preft- 

as any of you now 'preſerit, and made them Examples. of 

"© mig: Anger and Difpleafure againſt fin-; and why then ſhould 

you think to ring rape more._than they > Tho' you are not Pun- 

Thr yet,” doth" jt | hliridare: follow you ever ſhall» Is nor'the 

farme Great ce Hes God'able to puniſh you, as he hath done 

| = others ; and hath he not threatned to'do it 200+ 

| ; : Fou think your ſelves more ſafe and ſecure 

E pr fs #5 long'as you take to'ntle care 
ay: tp rad 

re”; Je" Bird and. MP delotnt Wretches, ye 


ape om = iders of all that is good and ſerious, ye' that are 
FE one anorher #9 an evil way 3-take 


ke: you the next" inſtance of 
nn Re heed you dv not” drdw 
uporr your | heads, 

hn how or 6 ie Fort eeatſ' it ſelf hath 
wizodly, Plal.'42. 10. That 
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in his Wickedneſs. Pal, 68. 20,. 24. When they" ſball (ay: Peace ©; 
and Safety, then ſudden Deſtruftion ſhall come upou'them, as. Trai\ © 
vail nfon a Woman with Ghild,aud they ſhall not-eſcape, 1. Thelo5.- * 
3. But he that being ves reprov'd doth harden. his neck, ſhall ſuds, © 
denly be deſtroy'd and that without Remedy, Prov. 29. 4. 44 wi 
\ After all this, can-ye_ imagine, that the: Patience . of God, ._ - 
which-hitherto hath een \Farkearion and long-luffering, Wilk” 14 
always wait in vain, and\ſuffer rg Fm to be contynually; _ - 
affronted and deſpiſed by the vileſt of his\Crcatures2' Nu reaſon.” 
to-think that Qbſtinacy and Ilmpenitency ſhall always gd vayu- 
niſht ; for you have but your time;. and: others have: had. rbairs, 
before you, who now reap the: fruit of their Folly, and find to. 
their Grief and Sorrow, . what an evil and bitter thing it is, for 
to fin againſt God. 

Of ſuppoſe puniſhment ſhould be delay'd and no remarkable ' © 
Jadgment ſhould overtake you-in this life; but you die in as ſtu- 
pid and ſecure a manner, as now you live: Yet. the leſs you” 
are puniſhr here, the more reaſon you have to fear that God ' _ 
doth but reſerve you for greater puniſhment and v here- 
after. For the Lord knows how to delroer the Go! 
tation ; but to reſerve the wicked to the day of Fudgment to be pur 
wiſht, 2. Pet. 2. 9. The Lord hath made all things for himſelf, yea © * 
even the wicked for the day of Evil, Prov: 16. 4. And again, the 
wicked is reſerv/d to the dg Nehraftion ; they [hall Jo brought ny 
forth to the day of Wrath. 2x.) 36. | &. 

Therefore, Sirs, think often of theſe things, and weigh them well 
in your Minds, for as Moſes told the Jſraelites, it is for your © 
Life for the Life of your precious and- immortal Souls, which * - 
are in danger to be loſt, and the loſs: fo -as can never; be ' 
recompenct by whole Life of Sin and: | dels .by 
thoſe Pleaſures,that laſt but for a moment,and die away in the En- * 
joyment of them. I ſhall conclude all with thoſe Remarkable ©: 
words of the Son of Sirach, to this purpoſe. | 3 

Follow not thine own Mind ,and thy Strength to walk in the ways 

Sax; 


of thy Heart. . | 


Bo) wn, who, i entre for 99 Wot) fo he Lond wil: 
r 
is Merey is great, he will be pacify d for the wultirade 
| Sin, for Mercy ay Wrath come from him, foes his indigne« 
eff Sinners. 

oro oy ene 1h Ls and put not off from i, 
=#0'4 ſhall the wrath of the Lord come forth, and int 
a ts be rs and Periſh in the day of Yew- 
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